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MDSEA DISMAYED OVER DEFAMATION SUIT AGAINST ACADEMIC AND BROADCASTER

16 September 2013, Kuala Lumpur--  MeDIA DEFENCE SOUTHEAST Asia (MDSEA) is dismayed over the defamation
suit filed by 4 telecommunications committee members of the Thai National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) against Dr. Deunden Nikomborirak, researcher at the Thailand Development Research Institute
(TDRI), and Ms. Natta Komolwatin, news anchor at the Thai Public Broadcasting Service (PBS).

The alleged subject of the defamation suit was the TV program interview of Dr. Nikomborirak conducted by
Ms. Komolwatin concerning the NBTC's action regarding the mobile phone concession on the 1800MHz spectrum
which was to end on 15 September. MDSEA is dismayed over the defamation suit for the following reasons:

First, Dr. Nikomborirak and Ms. Komolwatin were merely exercising their right to freedom of expression
when they discussed the NBTC's action on an important issue of public interest which concerns the Thai consumers.
Freedom of expression is a right guaranteed and protected under the Thai Constitution, and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights--to which the Kingdom of Thailand is a state party to.

Second, the defamation suit against Dr. Nikomborirak and Ms. Komolwatin will most probably result in a
chilling effect on broadcasters and academics, and a potential stifling of public discussion on matters of public interest
to Thais such as the 1800MHz spectrum mobile phone concession being considered by the NBTC. MDSEA recalls
the relevant comment of the UN Human Rights Committee on the importance of Freedom of Expression in
transparency and accountability:

3. Freedom of expression is a necessary condition for the realization of the principles of
transparency and accountability that are, in turn, essential for the promotion and protection of
human rights."

Third, instead of filing a defamation suit, the best route for the 4 telecommunications committee members of
the NBTC is to discuss the issue of the 1800MHz spectrum mobile phone concession before the Thai public, who are
the real stakeholders in the issue.

Further, MDSEA respectfully calls upon the 4 telecommunications committee members of the NBTC to
immediately withdraw the defamation suit against Dr. Nikomborirak and Ms. Komolwatin. MDSEA also encourages
the 4 telecommunications committee members of the NBTC to instead take their arguments to the Thai public and to
discuss the issue of the 1800MHz spectrum mobile phone concession before the Thai people.
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NOTE: MEDIA DEFENCE SOUTHEAST ASIA (MD-SEA) is a regional non-governmental organization of lawyers
defending and promoting freedom of expression across Southeast Asia.

! UN.G.A., U.N. H.R. Committee, General Comment No. 34: Article 19: Freedoms of opinion and expression, U.N. Doc. No.
CCPR/CI/GC/34 (Sep. 12, 2011), 1 3.
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