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Embargoed until 17 May 2010
Public Statement No. 4
The state must halt violent crackdown, demonstrators must hold on to nonviolence and unarmed struggle and peaceful negotiation must

resume to resolve conflicts

The attempts to suppress the demonstration of the United front for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD) by the
employment of troops armed with war weapons and the use of live rounds have begun since 12 May 2010. In addition, restrictions have
been imposed on public services including blockade of supplies and food, restriction of mobility and the expansion of the imposition of
the Emergency Decree on Government Administration in States of Emergency B.E. 2548 (2005) in 15 provinces in the North, Northeast and
Upper Central Plain to prevent protesters from the province to join with the remaining protesters in Bangkok. All of these have led to
retaliation from the demonstrators and armed groups which has resulted in escalating violence and loss of life and the wrecking of the
country.

The assassination of Major General Khatiya Sawatdiphol, aka "She Deang", the evening of 13 May 2010, has been
followed by clashes between the military and demonstrators in front of Lumbhini Park causing one dead demonstrator. Violence has
escalated since then and spread to different neighborhoods including Din Daeng, Victory Monument, Soi Rang Nam, Ratchaparop, Bon Kai
Community and Rama IV Rd. causing 33 deaths among the civilians including one teenage child and one staff member from a rescue and
medic team. Many bodies are found to have been shot in their torso, chest and head including more than 230 injuries. The death toll
includes state officials, passerby, the demonstrators, Thai and foreign journalists, as reported by media.

The undersigned organizations are of the opinion that the tightening of cordon by the use of armed forces and heavy
war weapons, particularly the use of armed forces against unarmed civilians have caused harm to people from all walk of life including
staff members of organizations working to provide rescue in the conflict zone. They have to be protected from violence and shall not be
targeted. The overall operation is therefore considered an unreasonable and excessive use of force. Meanwhile, the situation is set to
become more violent. Insofar, more than 1,000 casualties have taken place including 58 deaths since the demonstration has begun and
including the crackdown on 10 April 2010. It is alarming that the havocs do not seem to get settled very soon and might develop into an
armed riot. And the clash between the security officials and militant groups shall escalate into a civil war and spread throughout the
area of Bangkok and several provinces.

In light of the above situation, it could be said that the intention of the state to restore peace and order in society by
using armed forces and weapons to disperse the demonstration has not been accomplished. Instead, it has led to loss of life and more
violence. The government cannot deny its responsibility for the lives shed by people and other violence and losses regardless if they have
been committed by any party.

The undersigned organizations would like to demand the following from the government and the demonstrators;

1. The government should immediately stop using armed forces and weapon to disperse the demonstration and
resume the negotiation in order to put an end to the increasing loss and to prevent the emerging violent that may develop into a civil
war.

2. Core leaders of the demonstrators have to refrain from using any violence and stop instigating hatred or violent
retaliation against the state?s armed forces. They have to conduct their activities sticking to peace and nonviolence with total
renunciation of arm use and try to resume the negotiation. They should also comply with request from the officials who want to verify if
there are armed persons hiding among the demonstrators and to show their responsibility to protect the lives of the demonstrators.

3. Both parties must resume the negotiation and try to avoid proposing any condition that may journalize the
negotiation. All efforts must be geared toward halting violence and resolving people?s problems in a long run.

4. The government should immediately set up an independent inquiry committee to investigate the violence and loss
from the political conflicts and the UDD?s demonstration in order to shed light on truth and to bring to justice those responsible politically
and legally to the incidence.

Human Rights Lawyers Association (HRLA)
Access to Justice and Legal Protection Project, Cross-Cultural Foundation (CrCF)
Union of Civil Liberties (UCL)



