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Embargoed on 10 May 2010
Public Statement No. 3

Opposition to Demand for the Imposition of Martial Law:
Such an act is against the democratic rule in which the military must be under the charge of an elected government

On 7 May 2010, core leaders of People?s Alliance for Democracy (PAD), led by Maj. Chamlong Srimuang, Mr. Pibhop Dhongchai and 
Mr. Panthep Wongpuaphan, made a demand publicly that Martial Law by the virtue of the Martial Law Act B.E. 2457 (1914) be 
imposed in order to disperse the demonstration of the United front for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD). It was reiterated at the 
same press conference that should the government and the military fail to resolve the problem seriously, citizenry groups shall have 
to come out and defend the country instead [1]

The undersigned groups and organizations are opposed to the proposal with the following reasons;
1. That Maj. Chamlong Srimuang called on the army, particularly, the First Army Region Commander and the First Division 

Commanding General to declare Martial Law without heeding to the Prime Minister is an act against a democratic rule in which the 
army shall exclusively be under the charge of an elected civilian government.

2. The demand by PAD can be interpreted as an act to stimulate the army to commit a coup d'&eacute;tat which shall 
harbor stronger hostility toward the army.

3. It was claimed that with the imposition of Martial Law, the army shall have powers over civilian agencies and be able 
to cope with the situation. Such a demand is simply the stimulation for the use of army forces to crack down on the demonstration, 
the act of which shall likely result in further violence and bloodshed and will simply exacerbate the situation.

4. The Martial Law Act provides for grave and extensive restrictions of personal rights and liberties and should be imposed 
only during an extremely necessary situation such as during war time, and whence no other measures are available to effectively 
cope with the situation. However, the current situation does not warrant the enforcement of Martial Law.

It has been made obviously known to us that the imposition of Martial Law to give power to the army over civilian administration to 
deal with violence and conflicts in the Southern border provinces in the past five years has failed to reduce the scale of violence and 
loss of life. Such legal enforcement has also chiefly paved the way for abuse of power, torture, impunity and extensive human right 
violation making people loose their trust and confidence in the state. The consequences have made it impossible or extremely 
difficult for the restoration of peace and order in the Southern border provinces thus far.

Given the above reasons, the undersigned groups and organizations are of the opinion that the declaration of Martial Law in other 
areas, particularly in Bangkok, to resolve conflicts and disperse the UDD?s demonstration shall not lead to any fruitful solution. In 
addition, the reconciliation road map proposed by the government shall be accomplished only when trust and confidence from all 
concerned parties can be restored, particularly among hostile factions. A solution should be forged through political means with 
people?s participation. The declaration of Martial Law to hand over absolute powers to the army over a civilian government shall 
not at all help to restore trust and confidence in the principle and rule of democracy.

Human Rights Lawyers Association (HRLA)
Access to Justice and Legal Protection, Cross-Cultural Foundation (CrCF)

Human Rights and Development Foundation (HRDF)
Union of Civil Liberties (UCL)

Campaign Committee for Human Rights (CCHR)
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